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Moscow by moving not westward but southward to attack the
principal Russian army. At all events, the invaders now went on
the defensive. Their dispositions were such as to shelter nearly all
their troops from the Russian climate. Over most of the front they
strongly fortified with all-around defenses an advanced line of rail-
way junctions, and withdrew most of their troops for some distance
westward from this line of widely separated points, confident that
the difficulties of communication would keep the Red Army from
effectively besieging their advanced posts or from pushing far to
the west in the unguarded intervals. The only active German win-
ter operation was the continuing siege of Sevastopol.

On the whole the German defensive scheme worked well. The
Soviet forces defied the climate and went over to the attack with
admirable tenacity, but won only a few local successes. Where de-
fensive machine guns opposed unarmored attacking infantry, the
machine guns usually won as during 1914-18.

After the spring thaws the Germans moved only in the last days
of June, and then only on the southern half of the thousand-mile
front between Leningrad and the Black Sea.

Indeed, the future course of the campaign was to include no
major attacks either toward Moscow or farther to the north. The
advance in the south, although not an attempt to destroy the mass of
the Red Army as the campaign of 1941 had been, was emphatically
a bid for a decision. It was aimed both at the Caucasus region, from
which nearly all Soviet oil came, and also at the Volga River, up
which that oil was carried to Moscow and the rest of the Soviet
Union's central and northern territories. Had it succeeded, both the
Soviet war effort and the tractors essential to Soviet agriculture
would have been starved for fuel. Had it conquered the whole
Caucasus-Caspian region, it would have made the Black Sea an Axis
lake, and cut the Anglo-American supply route across Persia to the
Soviet. In the event of overwhelming success, it might have pre-
pared the way for a German advance on the oil of Irak and the
Persian Gulf. Nevertheless, it was a far more modest and less sweep-
ing operation fr*^ the offensive all along the line of the year before.

The German decision to attack only on the southern part of the
Soviet front brings us to a mystery even darker than that underly-
ing the original attack upon the U.S.S.R. It is at least dear that
in '41 the German leaders must have been overconfident but